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rather that they set the tone to them, and that this
tone is in conflict with the ethical ideal towards
which the community as a whole is said to be
striving. Thus in medicine, in the law, in many
sections of commerce and industry, and especially
in the entertainment profession, Jews are said to
be acting as a solvent of standards laboriously
acquired by previous generations. It is quite true
that such a fall of standards has been frequently
commented on; and it is equally true that Jews are
frequently found among the delinquents. But the
experience of Germany is a warning against accept-
ing the easy theory that the elimination of the Jew
is the solution of the problem. For no observer
would claim that German professional or com-
mercial standards had risen since 1933.
In actual fact the course of events would seem
to be as follows. In a growing and developing pro-
fession or business new-comers are quickly absorbed
and little noticed.   Then follows a period of stabi-
lization, and of fixing of standards.    'Outsiders'
who come in accept the standards that they find.
But we are living in a third period, a period of
breakdown  of our  social  and   economic   order.
Shrinking markets and opportunities, the 'over-
production5 of entrants into professions where op-
portunities are not increasing at a similar rate,
make it doubly difficult for a new-comer to earn a
living. He is easily persuaded to accept the lowest
professional standard which he finds, to the in-
dignation of his 9lder-established competitors.
As the main sources from which new-comers
have entered Western societies in the last half-
century have been first Russian and then German